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FIG. 9
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1
DATA FLOW CONTROL DEVICE AND DATA
FLOW CONTROL METHOD

BACKGROUND
Technical Field

The present invention relates to a technology for control-
ling a dataflow and that provides data obtained in a device
such as a sensor to an application that utilizes the data.

Related Art

Currently, an IT environment called M2M Cloud is gar-
nering attention. M2M (Machine to Machine) refers to a
system in which machines of various application, size and
performance exchanges information over a network. By
utilizing this information, appropriate control of the respec-
tive machines and situation analysis of everyday society
becomes possible. As a result of improvements in wireless
communication technology, miniaturization of machines,
cost reductions and the like that support M2M, expectations
for implementation are building.

The platform obtained by realizing such M2M technology
in a cloud computing environment is called an M2M Cloud.
This provides basic functions required for M2M and ser-
vices ranging, for example, from data collection and storage
to processing and analysis as applications on a cloud,
enabling utilization from anywhere. Collective management
of data can enhance reliability and completeness. Also, for
users, there is the merit of being able to utilize as much
collected data and as many computer resources as needed.
Thus, it is possible to analyze big data and obtain added
value without building a system individually, and applica-
tion in a wide range of fields is expected.

Also, as shown in Patent Document 1, a technology called
a sensor network is being investigated. This technology
enables collection, management and seamless utilization of
sensing data, by installing sensor devices (hereinafter, also
referred to simply as “sensors”) having a sensing function
and a communication function at various locations or indus-
trial facilities, and networking these sensors.

Usually, sensors are installed in order to collect data that
is required by the entity to which the sensors belong. Thus,
it is often the case that the sensing data is not utilized (the
sensors themselves are not operating or the sensing data is
not utilized even when the sensors are operating) except
when data is collected by the entity to which the sensors
belong. Thus, the distributability of the sensing data is low,
and no matter how significant the data is to a third party,
analysis and utilization is limited to the entity to which the
sensors belong. As a result, this causes overlapping invest-
ment of facilities and network congestion due to communi-
cation with individually installed sensors.

Also, a technology called IoT (Internet of Things) is being
investigated. Because this technology produces new values
by combining information relating to many things that exist
in the world over a network, seamless deployment of various
services including social infrastructure is expected. In order
to produce values from IoT, the state of the thing that is
connected to the network needs to be known, and sensing
and communication become important element technolo-
gies.

In view of this, the applicant of the present invention, in
order to realize a mechanism for appropriately distributing
resources such as sensing data in IoT, investigated a system
that specifies sensors capable of acquiring sensing data that
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2

satisfies a request from an application, and controls the
dataflow from the sensors to the application, by performing
matching of “sensor-side metadata” in which information
relating to the sensors is described with “app-side metadata”
in which information relating to the application that utilizes
the sensing data is described (see Patent Document 3).
Patent Document 1: JP 2007-300571A

Patent Document 2: JP 2000-331284A

Patent Document 3: WO 2014/041826

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

With the system of Patent Document 3, the type and
specification of sensing data that is required by an applica-
tion must be defined in the app-side metadata.

However, it is not easy for a developer or a designer of an
application to appropriately design what kind of sensing data
to collect from what kind of device to be useful in control of
the application, in order to attain the objective of the
application. One of the reasons is that with IoT all of the
sensors are connected to a network, and huge amounts of
various types of sensing data are available. Also, a second
reason is that since various events and elements are intri-
cately related in the real world, it is extremely difficult to
appropriately model that and ascertain sensing data (cause)
having a strong causal relationship with the objective (ef-
fect) of the application.

Also, even if the type and specification of required
sensing data could be defined beforehand, the network
configuration (i.e., available sensors and acquirable data)
could possibly be ever-changing due to stoppage, malfunc-
tion, movement and the like of sensors, and situations in
which sensing data is not obtained as defined can also arise.
In order to enhance the robustness of the system, a flexible
mechanism that is able to provide the most appropriate
sensors and sensing data from among the available sensors
and acquirable data is desirable.

Note that while description has been given above taking
a sensor network as an example, exactly the same issues can
also arise in the case of a network of actuators (controllers).
“Sensor” and “actuators (controllers)”, despite differing in
that one “detects (acquires) a state” whereas the other
“changes a state”, are similar in the fact that they both
perform an action of some sort on a target region having a
predetermined range. In the case of an actuator network,
control data that is supplied to actuators is distributed,
instead of the sensing data that is obtained from sensors.
Hereinafter, the term “device” will be used as a concept that
encompasses “sensors” and “actuators”. Also, the term
“device network™ will be used as a concept that encom-
passes “sensor networks” and “actuator networks”. It is also
possible for both actuators and sensors to be connected in a
device network.

One or more embodiments of the present invention pro-
vides a technology for further facilitating utilization of data
in a device network.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, a dataflow control apparatus controls a datatlow
and provides data obtained in at least one device among a
plurality of devices to an application that utilizes the data,
the apparatus including a causal network storage unit that
stores a causal network representing a causal relationship
between a plurality of indices that include at least a plurality
of device indices which are respectively data obtained in the
plurality of devices and an objective index which is an index
that the application controls or predicts, a device index
selection unit that selects, based on the causal network, at
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least one device index having a causal relationship with the
objective index of the application, from among the plurality
of device indices, in a case where a data request is received
from the application, and a dataflow control unit that con-
trols the dataflow, such that data obtained in the device
corresponding to the selected device index is provided to the
application.

Accordingly, when the objective of the application (index
that the application controls or predicts) is supplied, data that
has a causal relationship with the objective is automatically
provided to the application from a corresponding device.
Accordingly, design and development of applications
become possible, even without knowing what kind of
devices exist in the device network, what kind of data can be
acquired, or what kind of data to refer to in order to perform
the control or prediction serving as the objective. Therefore,
compared with former technologies, design and develop-
ment of applications utilizing data in the device network is
facilitated, and utilization and distribution of data in the
device network are promoted.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, the causal relationship includes information on a
causal strength between two indices and information on a
delay time taken for an influence of one of the two indices
to propagate to the other index. Accordingly, a causal
relationship that takes into consideration the time delay
(propagation delay) from one index (cause index) to the
other index (effect index) can be evaluated.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, the causal relationship is defined using transfer
entropy. Accordingly, the causal relationship associated with
the time delay (propagation delay) and the causal strength of
that relationship can be appropriately derived by using
transfer entropy.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, the device index selection unit preferentially
selects, in the causal network, the device index whose
distance to the objective index is closest, preferentially
selects the device index whose causal strength is strongest in
a case where distances are the same, and preferentially
selects the device index whose delay time is shortest in a
case where distances and causal strengths are the same.
Accordingly, the device index having the strongest relation-
ship with the objective index can be selected. Using a device
index selected in this way enables the value of the objective
index to be inferred with high validity.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, the device index selection unit checks whether the
devices are active or inactive, and excludes the device
indices corresponding to inactive devices from selection.
Accordingly, devices that are in an inactive state (state
where data cannot be acquired) due to a cause of some sort,
such as malfunction, stoppage, movement or the like, are
excluded from selection, for example. Accordingly, an
appropriate device (device capable of acquiring data having
a causal relationship with the objective index of the appli-
cation) can be automatically selected, from among the
devices that are currently active, and the robustness of the
system can be enhanced.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, a dataflow control method controls a dataflow and
provides data obtained in at least one device among of a
plurality of devices to an application that utilizes the data,
the method including a step of selecting, based on a causal
network representing a causal relationship between a plu-
rality of indices that include at least a plurality of device
indices which are respectively data obtained in the plurality
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4

of devices and an objective index which is an index that the
application controls or predicts, at least one device index
having a causal relationship with the objective index of the
application, from among the plurality of device indices, in a
case where a data request is received from the application,
and a step of controlling the dataflow, such that data
obtained in the device corresponding to the selected device
index is provided to the application.

Accordingly, when the objective of the application (index
that the application controls or predicts) is supplied, data
having a causal relationship with the objective is automati-
cally provided to the application from a corresponding
device. Accordingly, design and development of applica-
tions become possible, even without knowing what kind of
devices exist in the device network, what kind of data can be
acquired, or what kind of data to refer to in order to perform
the control or prediction serving as the objective. Therefore,
compared with former technologies, design and develop-
ment of applications utilizing data in the device network is
facilitated, and utilization and distribution of data in the
device network are promoted.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, a program causes a computer to execute one or
more of the steps of the dataflow control method set forth in
the present application.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, when the objective of the application (index that
the application controls or predicts) is supplied, data having
a causal relationship with the objective is automatically
provided to the application from a corresponding device.
Accordingly, design and development of applications
become possible, even without knowing what kind of
devices exist in the device network, what kind of data can be
acquired, or what kind of data to refer to in order to perform
the control or prediction serving as the objective. Therefore,
compared with former technologies, design and develop-
ment of applications utilizing data in the device network is
facilitated, and utilization and distribution of data in the
device network are promoted.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, a control command data stream is readable by an
information processing apparatus for managing sensors that
output sensing data, the data stream including information
specifying an application that utilizes the sensing data,
information specifying a sensor selected to output sensing
data having a causal relationship with an objective index
which is an index that the application controls or predicts,
and information on the causal relationship between the
sensing data obtained by the selected sensor and the objec-
tive index. Accordingly, a dataflow in which sensing data
having a causal relationship with the objective of the appli-
cation (index that the application controls or predicts) is
provided to the application from a corresponding sensor can
be realized.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, the causal relationship information includes infor-
mation on a causal strength between the sensing data and the
objective index and information on a delay time taken for an
influence of the sensing data to propagate to the objective
index. Accordingly, datatlow control that takes into consid-
eration the time delay (propagation delay) from the sensing
data (cause index) to the objective index (effect index) can
be realized.

Note that one or more embodiments of the present inven-
tion can be regarded as a dataflow control apparatus having
at least part of the above configurations or functions. One or
more embodiments of the present invention can also be
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regarded as a device network system, a sensor network
system or an actuator network system having a dataflow
control apparatus. One or more embodiments of the present
invention can also be regarded as a dataflow control method
including at least part of the above processing, or a program
for causing a computer to execute this method, or a com-
puter-readable recording medium on which such a program
is recorded in a non-transitory manner. One or more embodi-
ments of the present invention can also be regarded as a
control command data stream for controlling the above
dataflow. One or more embodiments of the present invention
can be constituted by combining the above configurations
and various processing as long as technical inconsistencies
do not occur.

According to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, utilization of the data in a device network can be
facilitated.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing functions related to
generation of a causal network of a device network system.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing functions related to a
dataflow control of the device network system.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart of generation processing of the
causal network.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart of generation processing of the
causal network.

FIG. 5 shows an example of time-series data of an
objective index.

FIGS. 6A to 6D show examples of time-series data of a
device index.

FIG. 7 shows an example of causal relationship data.

FIG. 8 shows an example of a causal network.

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of processing for selecting device
indices and processing for controlling datatlow.

FIG. 10 is a diagram schematically showing selection of
device indices that is based on a causal network.

FIG. 11 is a diagram schematically showing device con-
trol that is based on a causal network.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

System Configuration

An exemplary configuration of a device network system
according to one or more embodiments of the present
invention will be described, with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2.
FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing functions related to
generation of a causal network of the device network
system, and FIG. 2 is a block diagram showing functions
related to dataflow control of the device network system.

The device network system is a mechanism capable of
providing data that is acquired in a large number of devices
online and in real time to an application that utilizes the data.
The device network system is mainly constituted by a device
network 1, an M2M cloud server 2, an application 3, a
dataflow control apparatus 4, and the like.
Device Network

The device network 1 is a network that is constituted by
a large number of devices 10. The devices 10 can be suitably
designed in terms of number, type, installation position,
network configuration, communication method and the like,
and are not particularly limited in these respects. Each of the
devices 10 is able to communicate with the M2M cloud
server 2, the application 3 and the dataflow control apparatus
4 via a wide area network such as the Internet, for example.
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The devices 10 are each a device that acts on a target
region that is designated in space or space-time, and can be
broadly divided into “sensors” and “actuators”. Here,
“space” is a region that is defined in two dimensions (X, y)
or three dimensions (X, y, z), and “space-time” is a region in
which the dimension of “time(t)” is added to “space”, or in
other words, a region that is defined in three dimensions (x,
y; 1) or four dimensions (X, y, z; t). Note that, in this
specification, the word “sensor” is used to mean a device
that detects (acquires) the state of the target region, and the
word “actuator” is used to mean a device that changes the
state of the target region. Sensors include image sensors
(cameras), temperature sensors, humidity sensors, illumina-
tion sensors, force sensors, sound sensors, RFID sensors,
infrared sensors, attitude sensors, rainfall sensors, radiation
sensors and gas sensors, for example, and any type of sensor
can be utilized in the system of one or more embodiments of
the present invention. Also, actuators include various
devices such as motors, solenoids, controllers, robots, light-
ing, speakers, displays, digital signage and air-conditioning,
for example, and any type of actuator can be utilized in the
system of one or more embodiments of the present inven-
tion. There are also devices provided with both sensors
(image sensor, etc.) and actuators (display, speaker, etc.),
such as mobile phones, smartphones and slate terminals
(tablet PCs). Note that it is possible for various types of
devices to exist together in the device network 1.

M2M Cloud Server

The M2M cloud server 2 is a server system that manages
information relating the devices 10 constituting the device
network 1, data acquired by the devices 10 and the like, and
that provides data acquired by the devices 10 to a user
(application 3) via a wide area network.

The M2M cloud server 2 has a device data DB 20 which
is a database for managing the devices 10. In the device data
DB 20 is registered, as information relating to the devices,
attribute information of the devices (type of device, position
and posture of device, entity to which device belongs, device
1D, network address, operation history, etc.), attribute infor-
mation (positional range, temporal range, etc.) of the target
region (region in which sensing is performed, region in
which actuator acts), attribute information (type, physical
attribute, object ID, etc.) of the object (object of sensing,
object on which actuator acts), attribute information of
operations (controllable items, sampling specifications of
sensing, quantization specifications, etc.), and attributes of
data (administrator of data or entity to which data belongs,
utilization range (e.g., limited to academic utilization, pro-
hibition of commercial utilization, etc.), access authority
zone, type of data, accuracy, system of units, reliability,
utilizable range, price of utilization, data ID, etc.), for
example. Also, in the device data DB 20 is stored, as data
acquired by the devices, sensing data (sensor measurement
value) in the case of a sensor and control data (actuator
control values) in the case of an actuator. It is favorable for
not only the latest sensing data and control data but also for
time-series data for a predetermined period to be stored.
Application

The application 3 is an apparatus or a software module
that utilizes data obtained from the device network 1. As the
application 3, an application that controls a control target on
the basis of the data obtained from the device network 1, an
application that predicts an unknown or a future state on the
basis of the data obtained from the device network 1 or the
like is envisaged. For example, any application is applicable,
such as an application that improves office productivity, an
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application that suppresses or predicts energy consumption
in a factory, or an application that performs traffic jam
prediction.

Dataflow Control Apparatus

The dataflow control apparatus 4 has a function of match-
ing conditions between the devices and the application, and
controlling the dataflow such that data required by the
application to attain the intended objective (control or pre-
diction) is provided from an appropriate device.

With a conventional system (see Patent Document 3), a
mechanism was adopted in which app-side metadata that
defines the specification of data required by the application
is issued and a search is performed for a device that satisfies
the required specification. However, in the case of such a
mechanism, the developer or designer of an application not
only has to know what kind of devices exist in the device
network 1 and what kind of data can be acquired, but also
has to know what kind of data to refer to in order to perform
the control or prediction serving as the objective and so
forth, requiring advanced development skills. Also, there are
many cases where it not obvious what kind of data to refer
to in order to perform the control or prediction serving as the
objective, such as with the aforementioned application that
aims to “improve office productivity”. Also, even if a
problem appears easy at first, various events in the real
world can also have an effect.

In view of this, in the system of one or more embodiments
of the present invention, the dataflow control apparatus 4
implements (1) a function (see FIG. 1) of generating a causal
network representing a causal relationship between a plu-
rality of indices that include at least data (called a “device
index”) that is obtained in each of the devices 10 and an
index (called an “objective index”) that the application 3
controls or predicts, and (2) a function (see FIG. 2) of
selecting a device index having a causal relationship with
the objective index, using this causal network, and control-
ling the dataflow such that the data of the selected device
index is provided to the application 3. Here, “an index that
the application controls” refers to an index representing the
state of the control target that the application controls or the
like, and is, for example, an index that can be observed by
measuring the state or output of the control target using a
sensor or the like. For example, as an index directly or
indirectly representing productivity in the case of an appli-
cation that improves office productivity, the number of
transactions per unit time, sales or the like can be used as the
objective index. Also, “an index that the application pre-
dicts” refers to an index that the application predicts or infers
through calculation. For example, in the case of an appli-
cation that performs traffic jam prediction, the time expected
to travel the road, the length of the traffic jam and the like
can be used as the objective index. A detailed description
thereof will be given.

The M2M cloud server 2, an apparatus that executes the
application 3 and the dataflow control apparatus 4 can all be
constituted by a general-purpose computer that has a CPU
(central processing unit), a memory, an auxiliary storage
device, a communication IF, an input device, a display
device, and the like. Functions and processing which will be
discussed later are realized by the CPU loading and execut-
ing programs stored in the auxiliary storage device. The
computer may be a personal computer, a smartphone, a
portable information terminal or the like, or may be a server
computer. Also, the processing may be performed, not by
one computer, but through distributed processing by a
plurality of computers.
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Generation of Causal Network

Generation of a causal network by the dataflow control
apparatus 4 of one or more embodiments of the present
invention will be described, with reference to FIG. 1 and
FIGS. 3 to 8. FIGS. 3 and 4 are flowcharts of processing for
generating a causal network, FIG. 5 is an example of
time-series data of an objective index, and FIGS. 6A to 6D
show examples of time-series data of device indices. FIG. 7
shows an example of causal relationship data, and FIG. 8
shows an example of a causal network.

In one or more embodiments of the present invention, an
application 3 that improves office productivity is given as a
specific example. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, a causal
network generation unit 40 of the dataflow control apparatus
4 acquires time-series data of the objective index from the
application 3 (step S30). An example of time-series data of
the objective index is shown in FIG. 5. Here, index values
(no unit) indicating the hourly productivity of the office are
provided. This time-series data is data that the application 3
measures and records over a predetermined time period, and,
for example, the number of transactions per unit time, sales
or the like can be used as the objective index. The time
period of the time-series data is arbitrary, although when the
reliability of causal relationship inference is taken into
consideration, it is favorable for time-series data for at least
several days and desirably from several weeks to several
months to be obtained.

Next, the causal network generation unit 40 acquires
time-series data of the device index of each device 10 from
the device data DB 20 of the M2M cloud server 2 (step S31).
It is favorable to acquire various device indices such as, for
example, time-series data of the room temperature measured
with a temperature sensor installed in the office (FIG. 6A),
time-series data of the outside temperature measured with a
temperature sensor installed outside the office (FIG. 6B),
time-series data of the power consumption amount of an
air-conditioner in the office (FIG. 6C), and time-series data
of the noise level measured by a noise sensor installed in the
office (FIG. 6D). Additionally, it is favorable to acquire
various types of sensing data or control data such as, for
example, the control value (temperature setting value) of the
air-conditioner in the office, the control value of ceiling
lighting in the office (brightness setting), the measurement
value of an illumination sensor installed in the office, the
power consumption amount for the entire office, the network
load of the office LAN, and the number of prints of the office
printer or photocopier. Note that in the case where the
number of devices 10 constituting the device network 1 is
huge, and it is not realistic to acquire the time-series data of
the device indices of all the devices 10 in terms of data
volume and calculation cost, only the time-series data of the
device index of some of the devices 10 may be acquired in
step S31. For example, a configuration may be adopted in
which, for example, the devices are roughly narrowed down
to devices that appear to be relevant, based on the control
target or prediction range of the application 3, the positional
range or the like, and only the time-series data of the
narrowed down devices is acquired from the M2M cloud
server 2 (narrowing down of the devices may be performed
by one of the M2M cloud server 2 and the dataflow control
apparatus 4). The calculation cost incurred in generation of
a causal network can thereby be reduced.

Next, the causal network generation unit 40 calculates the
causal strength, correlation coefficient and delay time for all
combinations of the two indices (cause and effect), based on
the time-series data of the objective index and the device
indices (step S32). The processing of step S32 is shown in
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detail in the flowchart of FIG. 4. Here, it is assumed that m
indices E1 to Em are obtained in accordance with the
objective index and the device indices.

The causal network generation unit 40 selects a group
(Ei,Ej) of two indices from the m indices E1 to Em (step
S41), and performs processing which will be discussed
below. Here, Ei represents the cause index, Ej represents the
effect index, and the subscripts i and j representing the index
numbers satisfy i=1 to m, j=1 to m, i#j.

First, the causal network generation unit 40 sets a delay
time s to a minimum value smin (step S42). The causal
network generation unit 40 then derives the causal strength
between the cause index Ei and the effect index Ej obtained
after the time s (step S43). In one or more embodiments of
the present invention, transfer entropy TEij is used as the
causal strength.

The transfer entropy is a measure or a technique for
evaluating a causal relationship that takes into consideration
the propagation time (delay time) between the two indices X
and Y, and is a way of thinking that regards the average
information amount (entropy) transferred from the index X
to the index Y obtained after the time s as the strength of the
influence that the cause index X exerts on the effect index Y
obtained after the time s (i.e., causal strength). Note that
although the correlation coefficient is based on a similar
concept, the correlation coefficient differs from transfer
entropy in that it only evaluates the degree of the linear
relationship between the two indices X and the sign of the
linear relationship, and does not take into consideration the
direction of cause and effect (which index is cause and
which is effect?) or the time delay.

When the respective time-series data of the indices X and
Y are given as x(t) and y(t) and the respective probability
density functions are given as P(x(t)) and P(y(t)). transfer
entropy TEy,(s) relating to the delay time s in which the
index X is the cause and the index Y is the effect can be
calculated with the following equation.

Equation 1

Pyt + ), y(8), x@) -P(y(l))]

TF =11
() [ %82 B0, 20)- PO +5), 7(0)

Here, P(a,b) represents the joint probability density variables
of P(a) and P(b), and [*] represents the time average of *.

As evident from the above equation, the transfer entropy
can be calculated by supplying the time-series data and the
delay time s of the two indices X and Y. Here, TE,(s)>
TE,(s) holds true between the value of TEy,(s) and the
value of TEy,(s) calculated by interchanging cause and
effect, in the case where a causal relationship in which X is
the cause and Y is the effect exists between the indices X and
Y. Therefore, the existence of a causal relationship and the
direction of cause and effect can be judged, by evaluating the
size relationship of the values of TE,(s) and TE(s). Also,
the maximum value of the causal strength between the cause
index X and the effect index Y and the delay time s at which
the causal strength is at the maximum can be derived, by
calculating the transfer entropy TEy,(s) for different values
of s.

In the processing of step S41, the transfer entropy in the
opposite direction, that is, transfer entropy TEji from the
index Ej obtained after the time s to the index Ei is
calculated, and if the transfer entropy in the opposite direc-
tion is larger (TEji>TEijj), it is judged that a causal relation-
ship in which the index Ei is the cause and the index Ej is
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the effect does not exist between two indices (Ei,Ej), and it
is favorable to set the causal strength to zero.

If a causal relationship is confirmed between the cause
index Ei and the effect index Ej (if the causal strength is not
zero) (step S44: YES), the causal network generation unit 40
calculates the correlation coefficient of the cause index Ei
and the effect index Ej obtained after the time s (step S45).
Since the calculation method of the correlation coefficient is
well-known, description thereof is omitted.

The processing of the above steps S43 to S45 is executed
repeatedly while increasing the value of s by a time step
width As with each iteration (step S46), and when the
processing is ended at a maximum value smax of the delay
time (step S47), the causal network generation unit 40 shifts
to processing of the next group of indices (step S48: NO).
When evaluation of the causal relationship is ended for all
groups of two indices (step S48: YES), the causal network
generation unit 40 advances the processing to step S33 of
FIG. 3.

The causal network generation unit 40 generates causal
relationship data, and stores the generated data in a causal
network storage unit 41 (step S33).

FIG. 7 schematically shows an example of the data
structure of the causal relationship data. The causal rela-
tionship data includes “object identification information”
which is information for specifying the application 3 or the
objective index, “index identification information” which is
information for specifying what device each of the m indices
was acquired from, and causal relationship information for
every group of two indices. The ID of the application 3, the
ID of the objective index and the like, for example, are
described in the object identification information. The ID of
the device corresponding to each index and the like, for
example, is described in the index identification information.
Note that an index 1 is given as the objective index, and the
ID of the application 3 is described in the index identifica-
tion information of the index 1.

The causal relationship information is constituted by a
two-dimensional array mxm (FIG. 7 shows an example in
which m=6), and the causal relationship information of the
causal relationship between the cause index i and the effect
index j is stored in a cell of an element number (i,j). An
exemplary data description of a causal relationship infor-
mation Ark(3,4) of an element number (3,4) is shown below.

Ark(3,4) ={
Causality = 0.58;
Delay = 3;
Co__CoEf =-0.7

Causality is strength information representing the maxi-
mum causal strength (transfer entropy) between the cause
index i and the effect index j, and Delay is time information
representing the delay time at which the causal strength is at
the maximum. Co_CoEf is correlation information repre-
senting the direction of change in the effect index j (is the
correlation positive or negative?) relative to an increase or
decrease in the cause index i. In this example, “time” is used
as the unit of Delay, and the correlation coefficient between
the cause index i and the effect index j obtained after Delay
is used as the correlation information. That is, based on the
causal relationship information Ark(3.4) of the above
example, it is known that a causal relationship exists
between the cause index 3 and the effect index 4 and the
direction of cause and effect thereof is from the cause index
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3 to the effect index 4, that the causal strength is 0.58, that
the influence of the cause index 3 takes (is delayed by) 3
hours to propagate to the effect index 4, and that the cause
index 3 and the effect index 4 are negatively correlated and
the strength of the correlation is 0.7.

Note that in the aforementioned step S44, Ark(i,)) is set to
NULL, in the case where it is judged there is not a causal
relationship between the indices i and j. Ark(i,j) of cells in
which i is also set to NULL.

FIG. 8 is an example of a causal network in which the
causal relationship between the indices is shown with a
directed graph, on the basis of the causal relationship data of
FIG. 7. In this directed graph, each node corresponds to an
index, and the ID of the index and the ID of the correspond-
ing device are associated with the node. The arc linking two
nodes indicates the causal relationship between the two
nodes and the direction of cause and effect (base end side of
the arc is the cause node and arrow side of the arc is the
effect node). Also, the thickness of the arc shows the causal
strength. In the example in FIG. 8, it is evident that there is
propagation having strong cause and effect in the following
order: index 3 obtained with device A—index 6 obtained
with device C—index 4 obtained with device E—objective
index 1 of application 3. In other words, it is evident that the
device index 4, the device index 6 and the device index 3 are
useful in inferring the value or state of the objective index
1 of the application 3.

Control of Dataflow

Dataflow control by the dataflow control apparatus 4 of
one or more embodiments of the present invention will be
described, with reference to FIGS. 2,9 and 10. FIG. 9 is a
flowchart of processing for selecting device indices and
processing for controlling dataflow, and FIG. 10 is a diagram
schematically showing selection of a device index based on
a causal network.

As shown in FIG. 2, the dataflow control apparatus 4 has
a device index selection unit 42 and a dataflow control unit
43 as functions related to dataflow control. Causal relation-
ship data already generated for the objective index of the
application 3 is assumed to be stored in the causal network
storage unit 41.

First, the device index selection unit 42 acquires app-side
metadata that serves as a data request from the application
3 (step S90). The ID of the objective index and the desired
utilization time and fee, for example, are included in the
app-side metadata. Also, the device index selection unit 42
acquires device-side metadata of each device 10 from the
device data DB 20 of the M2M cloud server 2 (step S91).
The aforementioned information relating to the device is
described in the device-side metadata. Note that in the case
where the number of devices 10 constituting the device
network 1 is huge, and it is not realistic to acquire the
metadata of all the devices 10 in terms of data volume and
calculation cost, only the metadata of some of the devices 10
may be acquired in step S91. In this case, a configuration
may similarly be adopted in which, for example, the devices
are roughly narrowed down to devices that appear to be
relevant, based on the control target or prediction range of
the application 3, the positional range or the like, and only
the metadata of the narrowed down devices is acquired from
the M2M cloud server 2 (narrowing down of the devices
may be performed by one of the M2M cloud server 2 and the
dataflow control apparatus 4).

Next, the device index selection unit 42 selects a device
index having a causal relationship with the target index,
based on the causal network (causal relationship data) stored
in the causal network storage unit 41 (step S92). In one or
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more embodiments of the present invention, candidate
device indices are selected in accordance with the following
rules.

(1) In a causal network, the device index whose distance
to the objective index is closest is given priority. Note that
“distance” is defined as the number of arcs between two
indices (nodes).

(2) In the case where the distances are the same, the index
whose causal strength is stronger is given priority (indices
whose causal strength is less than a predetermined threshold
value will, however, not be selected).

(3) In the case where the distances and the causal
strengths are the same, the index whose delay time is
shortest is given priority.

FIG. 10 is a partial network, showing only the causal
relationship that satisfies the condition that the causal
strength is larger than a threshold value, in the causal
network of FIG. 8. When the above rules (1) to (3) are
applied to FIG. 10, candidates will be selected in the
following order: index 4—index 2—index 6—index 3.
Device indices whose relationship with the objective index
is strong can thereby be preferentially selected.

The device index selection unit 42 checks whether the
devices corresponding to the candidate indices selected at
step S92 are active (step S93). Information indicating
whether a device is active or inactive may be obtained
directly from the device or may be obtained from the M2M
cloud server 2 (e.g., the status of the device is checked using
a ping command, etc.). If a device is inactive, that is, if in
a state where current data (latest data) cannot be acquired
from the device due to stoppage, malfunction, movement or
the like of the device (step S93: NO), the device index
selection unit 42 returns the processing to step S92 and
selects the next candidate index. If a device is active, that is,
if in a state where current data can be acquired from the
device (step S93: YES), the device index selection unit 42
checks whether other conditions (e.g., price, utilization
range, utilization time, etc.) described in the metadata match
the request of the application 3 (step S94). If there are
conditions that do not match (step S94: NO), the device
index selection unit 42 returns the processing to step S92 and
selects the next candidate index. As a result of the above
processing, a device index having a causal relationship with
the objective index, whose device is active and that also
satisfies the other conditions is selected.

The dataflow control unit 43 then generates a dataflow
control command that sets the transmission source to the
device 10 corresponding to the selected device index and
sets the transmission destination to the application 3, and
transmits the datatlow control command to the M2M cloud
server 2 (step S95).

An example of dataflow control in the case where “Index
6: Device C” is selected in FIG. 10 will be described. At this
time, the dataflow control unit 43 transmits a dataflow
control command that defines the dataflow from “the device
C” to “the application 3” to the M2M cloud server 2. The
following information, for example, is included in the data-
flow control command.

1D of device C

1D of application 3

Index 6 (cause) acquired with device C—Causal relation-

ship information Ark(6,4) of index 4 (effect)

Index 4 (cause)—=Causal relationship information Ark(4,

1) of objective index 1 (effect)

The M2M cloud server 2 serving as an information
processing apparatus that manages devices such as sensors
executes the next dataflow control, upon reading the data-



US 11,748,326 B2

13

flow control command (also called a control command data
stream) that is issued (transmitted) from the dataflow control
unit 43. The M2M cloud server 2 generates a prediction
function f,_,, that predicts (infers) the data of the index 4
from the data of the index 6, based on parameters such as the
causal strength, the delay time and the correlation coefficient
in the causal relationship information Ark(6,4). Also, the
M2M cloud server 2 generates a prediction function f,__,
that predicts (infers) the data of the objective index 1 from
the data of the index 4 in a similar manner.

The M2M cloud server 2 then calculates prediction data
dp of the objective index 1 from the latest data dc acquired
by the device C such that

dp~fa—s1(fs—a(de))

and transmits the data dp to the application 3. Since the data
dp of the objective index 1 is thus derived from the data dc
of the device index 6 which has a strong causal relationship
with the objective index 1, the value of the objective index
1 can be inferred with high validity.

Note that instead of calculating the prediction data dp
with the M2M cloud server 2, the data dc and causal
relationship information Ark(6.4) and Ark(4,1) or the data dc
and prediction functions f,__,, and f, ., may be transmitted
to the application 3, and calculation of the value dp of the
objective index 1 may be executed from the data dc on the
application 3 side.

According to the above configuration, when the objective
of the application (index that the application controls or
predicts) is supplied, data having a causal relationship with
the objective thereof is automatically provided to the appli-
cation 3 from a corresponding device 10. Accordingly,
design and development of the application 3 become pos-
sible, even without knowing what kind of devices exist in
the device network 1, what kind of data can be acquired, or
what kind of data to refer to in order to perform the control
or prediction serving as the objective. Therefore, compared
with former technologies, design and development of the
application 3 utilizing data in the device network 1 is
facilitated, and utilization and distribution of data in the
device network 1 are promoted.

Also, devices that are in an inactive state (state where data
cannot be acquired) due to a cause of some sort, such as
malfunction, stoppage, movement or the like, are excluded
from selection. According, an appropriate device (device
capable of acquiring data having a causal relationship with
the objective index of the application 3) can be automati-
cally selected, from among the devices that are currently
active, and the robustness of the system can be enhanced.
Control of Device by Application

In one or more embodiments of the present invention, a
causal network was utilized in order to select a device index
to be provided to the application 3, but, pursuing this further,
it is also possible to utilize a causal network in order for the
application 3 to actively adjust the value of the objective
index.

Assume that, as shown in the example in FIG. 11, the
device indices 2, 4, 6 and 3 have been selected as indices that
can affect the objective index 1. In the case where an
actuator exists in the devices D, E, C and A corresponding
to these device indices, it is possible to cause the value of the
objective index 1 to be adjusted (increased or decreased), by
sending a device control command to the actuators from the
application 3.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

For example, in FIG. 11, in the case where it is assumed
that

the device C is an air-conditioner, and the index 6 is a

temperature setting value of the air-conditioner

the device E is a room temperature sensor, and the index

4 is the temperature in an office, and

the objective index 1 is office productivity,

a system can be built in which the application 3 changes
the temperature in the office by transmitting a device control
command for changing the index 6 (temperature setting
value) of the device C (air-conditioner), in order to approxi-
mate the value of the objective index 1 (office productivity)
to an objective value. Note that the device control command
may be transmitted directly to the device C from the
application 3, or via the M2M cloud server 2.

In this way, by using a causal network, an actuator that
can exert an influence on the value of the objective index can
be easily specified. Also, by enabling device control by the
application 3, it becomes possible for the objective index to
be actively adjusted by the application 3, enhancing the
flexibility of application development.

Other Embodiments

The configurations above are only specific examples
according to one or more embodiments of the present
invention, and are not intended to limit the scope of the
present invention. The present invention can take various
specific configurations, without departing from the technical
concept of the invention.

For example, although, in one or more of the above
embodiments, only a few indices (devices) were illustrated
as an example of a causal network, it is in fact also possible
to form a causal network of indices (devices) numbering in
the tens to the hundreds or more. Although, in one or more
of the above embodiments, sensors and actuators were
shown as an example of devices, it is possible to use not only
real devices but also virtual devices (e.g., modules config-
ured to output one piece of sensing data generated by
combining sensing data obtained with a plurality of sensors,
etc.). Although, in one or more of the above embodiments,
an example in which actuators are controlled was shown as
an example of device control, it is also possible to control
sensors (e.g., adjusting pan, tilt and zoom of a camera,
changing the sampling period of measurement, etc.).

INDEX TO THE REFERENCE NUMERALS

1: Device network

10: Device

2: M2M cloud server

20: Device data DB

3: Application

4: Dataflow control apparatus

40: Causal network generation unit

41: Causal network storage unit

42: Device index selection unit

43: Dataflow control unit

The invention claimed is:

1. A dataflow control apparatus for controlling a dataflow
and that provides data obtained in at least one device among
a plurality of devices to an application that utilizes the data,
comprising: a causal network storage that stores a causal
network representing a causal relationship between a plu-
rality of indices that include at least a plurality of device
indices which are respectively data obtained in the plurality
of devices and an objective index which is an index that the
application controls or predicts; a device index selector that
selects, based on the causal network, at least one device
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index having a causal relationship with the objective index
of the application, from among the plurality of device
indices, in a case where a data request is received from the
application; and a datatlow controller that controls the
dataflow, such that data obtained in the device corresponding
to the selected device index is provided to the application,
wherein the causal relationship includes information on a
causal strength between two indices comprising the device
indices and the objective index and information on a delay
time taken for an influence of one of the two indices to
propagate to the other index.

2. The datatflow control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the causal relationship is defined using transfer
entropy.

3. The dataflow control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the device index selector preferentially selects, in
the causal network, the device index whose distance to the
objective index is closest, preferentially selects the device
index whose causal strength is strongest in a case where
distances are the same, and preferentially selects the device
index whose delay time is shortest in a case where distances
and causal strengths are the same.

4. The dataflow control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the device index selector checks whether the
devices are active or inactive, and excludes the device
indices corresponding to inactive devices from selection.

5. A dataflow control method for controlling a datatlow
and that provides data obtained in at least one device among
of a plurality of devices to an application that utilizes the
data, comprising: selecting, based on a causal network
representing a causal relationship between a plurality of
indices that include at least a plurality of device indices
which are respectively data obtained in the plurality of
devices and an objective index which is an index that the
application controls or predicts, at least one device index
having a causal relationship with the objective index of the
application, from among the plurality of device indices, in a
case where a data request is received from the application;
and controlling the dataflow, such that data obtained in the
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device corresponding to the selected device index is pro-
vided to the application, wherein the causal relationship
includes information on a causal strength between two
indices comprising the device indices and the objective
index and information on a delay time taken for an influence
of one of the two indices to propagate to the other index.

6. A program stored on a non-transitory computer-read-
able medium for causing a computer to execute the steps of
the dataflow control method according to claim 5.

7. A control command data stream readable by an infor-
mation processing apparatus for managing sensors that
output sensing data, the data stream including:

information specifying an application that utilizes the

sensing data;

information specifying a sensor selected to output sensing

data having a causal relationship with an objective
index which is an index that the application controls or
predicts; and

information on the causal relationship between the sens-

ing data obtained by the selected sensor and the objec-
tive index,

wherein the causal relationship information includes

information on a causal strength between the sensing
data and the objective index and information on a delay
time taken for an influence of the sensing data to
propagate to the objective index.

8. The dataflow control apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the device index selector checks whether the
devices are active or inactive, and excludes the device
indices corresponding to inactive devices from selection.

9. The dataflow control apparatus according to claim 2,
wherein the device index selector checks whether the
devices are active or inactive, and excludes the device
indices corresponding to inactive devices from selection.

10. The datatlow control apparatus according to claim 3,
wherein the device index selector checks whether the
devices are active or inactive, and excludes the device
indices corresponding to inactive devices from selection.

#* #* #* #* #*
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